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» FBI WARNING ON UNITED BLOOD NATION » RETALIATION FOR SMITH KILLING

Gang may he targeting cops

v Anast Waeven
dam, Wagneni Latiersining, com

Members of one Wilmington gang are “com-
nitted 1o engage in shootings.” possibly focus-
ng on law enforcement, after the shooting
leath of Brandon Devone Smith, according to
n FBI memo sent to the state's police chiefs.

Smith was shot to death Oct. 13 by two New
Janover County Sherifi"s Office deputies and
n ATF agent three days after allegedly firing
n Michael Spencer, & member of the FRI Safe

Strests Task Force and sheriff's office detee-
tive, in Creekwoad,

Spencer is recovering after being shot in the
left leg. A Wilmington Police Department de-
tective who was with Spencer when he was shot
and who returned fire on Smith is still on paid
administrative leave pending an mternal inves-
tigation

Last week, the N.C. State Bureau of Investiga-
tion determined that officers were justified in
firing on Smith during the Oct. 13 incident.

Shortly after Smith was killed, New Hanover

County Sheriflf Ed MeMahon said gang mef-
bers had shown “a blatant disregard for author-
ity and for life” during a recent wave of gun
vialence.

Smith was a validated member of the United
Blood Nation gang and the threatened violence
wotild be retal iation for his death, sccording to
the FBI memo dated Oct, 22,

“Low ranking UBN foot soldiers committed
to engage in shooting in the City of Wilmington
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for the next 52 days in retaliation for
Smith's death,” the memo said.

The peried would be 52 days because
of its importance to a branch of local
Eloods, the 5 Deuce Brims, the memo
said. Friday marks the 26th day since
Smith’s Killing in the woods bordering
a Wrightsboro neighborhood.

According to a Wilmington Police
Department document, gang members
have in the past followed officers and
conducted surveillance on them after
they left their command posts or the
courthouse.

“Tt is standard practice for the FRI
to share information with our law en-
forcement partners. In this case, the
report was sent directly to law enforce-
ment agencies to provide situational
awareness,” said Shelley Lynch, an
FBI spokeswoman, in a statement.
Lynch added she could not add more
details because the memo was marked
law enforcement sensitive.

The sheriff's office refused to com-
et on the menmao,

Wilmington Police Chiel Ralph
Evangelous was unavailable for com-
ment Thursday.

Officer-involved incidents

Since Oct. 22, the SBI1 has opened
three investigations into law enforce-
ment-invelved incidents in the region.
During those incidents, police shot and
killed two people, wounded two others,

and ancther man was injured by a po-
lice dog.

The two men who were killed and
one of the men wounded are alleped to
have been involved in the Oct. 25
armed robbery of the Pizza Hut on
17th Street in Wilmingten. Six WPD
officers were placed on administrative
leave pending an SBI investigation into
the shootings. Police recovered two
guns from the suspects who Evan-
pelous said fired no shots during their
attempt to flee,

That incident happened on the first
night of & joint effort of the WPD and
sheriff's office called maximum uni-
form deployment, in which 32 typi-
cally non-uniform officers from each
arganization - a total of 64 - are work-
ing regular patrol shifts.

On Wednesday, one man was shot in
the foot at a Lullwater Drive apart-
ment complex after be and two other
men attempted to charge police ina
gold Cadillac. The of icers were inves-
tigating a report of a home invasion by
three men armed with guns. Following
the incident, two officers who fired on
the suspects were placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave pending an SBI in-
vestigation.

Evangelous and New Hanover Coun-
ty District Attormey Ben David alsoon
Wednesday requested an SBI investi-
pation into a K-9 incident in the early
hours of MNowv. 1. Johnnie Lamont Wil-
liams allegedly drove througha traffic
stop, almost running down police, and
refused to leave his vehicle after police
stopped him at Castle Hayne Road and
23rd Street.

A E-2 afficer deploved his dog on
Williams, according to a news release,
and Williams had to be taken to New
Hanover Regional Medical Center
with wounds from the dog before being
taken into custody,

Smith investigation

David said Nov. 1 that an investiga-
tion by the SBI concluded law enforce-
ment officers were justified in opening
fire on Smith on Oct. 13, even though
he was not carrying a weapan.

An agent from the federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and
twi sherif s office deputies pursued
Smith into the woods where, according
to a narrative prepared by the District
Attorney's Office, they saw him on the
ground and “repeatedly” demanded he
show his hands.

Instead of raising his hands, accord-
g to the narrative, Smith reached
into his pockets and struggled to pull
out a dark shject, then began to extend
his arm toward the officers.

“Everything that the officers could
see was consistent with the object be-
ing a pun: there was nothing about the
situation that might have suggested it
was anything else,” the narrative
said.

‘The officers then “simultaneousiy”
opened fire on Smith, who was still
seated. David zaid nine bullets struck
Smith, three grazed him and 12 missed
during the 3 seconds of gunfire.
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